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Table 2.2.0 - ED mentions for selected drug categories, total ED drug episodes and mentions, and total ED visits: Estimates 
for the coterminous U.S. by year 

449,964 458,083 478,676 511,038 549,060 575,718 624,390 38.8 
Alcohol-in-combination ........................................ 160,798 166,907 166,172 171,963 184,991 196,222 204,510 27.2 
Cocaine................................................................ 143,337 135,711 152,420 161,083 172,011 168,751 174,881 
Heroin................................................................... 63,158 69,556 72,980 70,712 75,688 82,192 94,804 50.1 25.3 15.3 
Marijuana.............................................................. 40,034 45,259 53,770 64,720 76,842 87,068 96,426 140.9 
Amphetamines...................................................... 10,118 9,581 9,772 10,496 12,183 12,496 17,134 69.3 40.6 37.1 
Methamphetamine................................................ 17,537 15,933 11,002 17,154 11,486 10,447 13,505 29.3 
MDMA (Ecstasy)................................................... 253 421 319 637 1,143 2,850 4,511 1,683.0 294.7 58.3 
Ketamine.............................................................. 19  ... 81  ... 209 396 263 1,284.2 
LSD...................................................................... 5,158 5,682 4,569 5,219 4,982 5,126 4,016 
PCP...................................................................... 5,899 5,963 3,441 3,626 3,436 3,663 5,404 57.3 47.5 
Miscellaneous hallucinogens................................ 1,577 1,463 1,600 1,629 1,849 1,533 1,849 
Flunitrazepam (Rohypnol)..................................... 13  ... ... ... ... ... ... 
GHB..................................................................... 56 145 638 762 1,282 3,178 4,969 8,773.2 287.6 
Inhalants............................................................... 1,511 1,036 1,313 2,225 2,211 1,162 1,522 
Combinations NTA................................................ 495 163 383 201 125 94 127 35.1 

449,636 442,204 427,691 431,344 432,704 438,525 474,916 9.8 
PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC AGENTS...................... 190,467 190,270 193,219 191,512 193,095 196,299 204,527 
Antidepressants.................................................... 54,442 53,764 55,886 54,138 54,382 58,964 60,576 11.4 

MAO inhibitors.................................................. 405 303  ... 291 28 14  ... ... 
SSRI antidepressants....................................... 20,402 21,585 23,651 24,317 24,768 24,882 26,715 30.9 
Tricyclic antidepressants................................... 24,625 19,429 18,962 16,223 13,130 13,526 11,838 -51.9 
Miscellaneous antidepressants......................... 9,011 12,447 13,155 13,307 16,455 20,542 21,953 143.6 33.4 

Antipsychotics...................................................... 25,012 21,902 18,947 16,983 16,270 15,223 20,097 -19.7 23.5 32.0 
Phenothiazine antipsychotics............................ 11,899 9,125 7,743 5,332 4,310 2,088 2,107 -82.3 -51.1 
Psychotherapeutic combinations....................... 617 522 369 283  ... ... ... ... 
Miscellaneous antipsychotic agents.................. 12,496 12,255 10,835 11,368 11,702 13,044 17,859 42.9 52.6 36.9 

Anxiolytics, sedatives, and hypnotics.................... 106,421 108,881 112,847 114,228 118,352 118,467 120,519 
Barbiturates...................................................... 5,887 6,793 7,129 7,039 8,760 7,777 7,102 
Benzodiazepines............................................... 74,637 76,548 78,640 82,621 88,808 90,539 91,078 22.0 
Misc. anxiolytics, sedatives, and hypnotics....... 25,898 25,541 27,078 24,569 20,784 20,151 22,339 

CNS stimulants..................................................... 4,592 5,723 5,539 6,162 4,091 3,645 3,336 

CNS AGENTS...................................................... 165,657 168,222 166,219 170,602 174,120 171,208 203,572 22.9 16.9 18.9 
Analgesics............................................................ 136,939 137,231 134,638 140,385 141,929 138,736 167,194 22.1 17.8 20.5 

Antimigraine agents.......................................... 549 844 603 798 507 671 502 
Cox-2 inhibitors................................................. 0 0 0 0 0  ... 1,002  ... 
Narcotic analgesics........................................... 19,415 20,910 22,525 26,298 32,573 41,676 47,833 146.4 46.8 
Narcotic analgesic combinations....................... 25,102 24,343 24,416 27,819 26,373 27,335 34,540 37.6 31.0 26.4 
Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory agents.............. 28,742 30,401 25,295 26,441 25,695 21,631 24,793 -13.7 14.6 
Salicylates........................................................ 16,856 14,485 14,227 12,795 13,401 10,562 12,309 -27.0 
Analgesic combinations.................................... 8,500 9,805 8,774 8,945 9,003 7,307 10,778 26.8 47.5 
Miscellaneous analgesics................................. 37,774 36,441 38,798 37,289 34,377 29,491 35,437 20.2 
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Table 2.2.0 - ED mentions for selected drug categories, total ED drug episodes and mentions, and total ED visits: Estimates 
for the coterminous U.S. by year (continued) 

E
D

 T
rends from

 D
A

W
N

 
T

-15 

Anorexiants.......................................................... 2,354 2,489 2,655 2,349 1,552 1,436 1,540 -34.6 
Anticonvulsants.................................................... 9,358 10,455 11,496 12,193 13,990 14,938 16,849 80.0 
Antiemetic/antivertigo agents................................ 1,263 849 865 786 1,134 1,003 1,139 
Antiparkinson agents............................................ 3,519 3,463 3,039 2,564 1,895 1,264 755 -78.5 -60.2 
General anesthetics.............................................. 2 2  ... 6 10  ... ... 
Muscle relaxants................................................... 12,223 13,733 13,520 12,318 13,612 13,717 15,914 30.2 16.0 
Miscellaneous CNS agents................................... 0 0 0 1 0  ... ... 

RESPIRATORY AGENTS.................................... 15,747 13,915 12,856 11,593 11,258 8,749 11,521 -26.8 31.7 
Antihistamines...................................................... 3,021 2,739 2,222 2,770 2,470 3,047 3,265 
Bronchodilators..................................................... 2,805 2,063 1,354 1,084 843 955 419 -85.1 -56.1 
Decongestants...................................................... 2,198 2,000 1,629 1,797 1,554 609 1,049 -52.3 72.2 
Expectorants........................................................ 456 402 634 658 1,016 544 775 
Upper respiratory combinations............................ 6,849 6,232 6,742 5,111 5,064 3,398 5,676 67.0 
Respiratory agents NTA........................................ 419 478 275 173  ... 195 337 

CARDIOVASCULAR AGENTS............................ 12,939 12,016 10,242 8,423 8,473 9,548 9,348 -27.8 
Antiadrenergic agents, centrally acting................. 1,259 1,291 1,412 1,603 1,003 1,401 1,156 
Beta-adrenergic blocking agents........................... 2,827 2,598 2,339 2,250 2,255 2,334 1,956 
Calcium channel blocking agents.......................... 2,658 3,095 1,931 1,511 1,406 1,330 1,525 -42.6 
Diuretics............................................................... 1,105 1,209 1,035 878 668 787 1,049 
Cardiovascular agents NTA.................................. 5,090 3,823 3,525 2,182 3,141 3,696 3,662 

OTHER SUBSTANCES........................................ 64,825 57,781 45,156 49,214 45,758 52,721 45,948 -29.1 
Alternative medicines........................................... ... ... 661 312 637 677 999 
Anti-infectives....................................................... 12,982 13,575 10,142 9,743 8,493 6,129 5,441 -58.1 -35.9 
Gastrointestinal agents......................................... 5,816 5,418 3,815 3,919 4,072 3,230 3,514 -39.6 
Hormones............................................................. 4,080 4,060 3,997 3,334 3,487 4,436 3,915 
Nutritional products............................................... 3,171 3,032 2,405 2,302 1,787 1,878 2,120 -33.1 
Topical agents...................................................... 897 797 397 514 430 633 615 
Drug unknown....................................................... 34,167 27,412 20,271 26,221 23,704 32,804 25,698 -24.8 
All other substances NTA..................................... 3,200 3,376 3,469 2,869 3,148 2,934 3,644 

518,880 513,519 513,933 526,818 542,432 554,767 601,563 15.9 10.9 
899,600 900,287 906,366 942,382 981,764 1,014,243 1,099,306 22.2 12.0 
89,697 88,548 91,189 89,720 89,683 91,100 96,163 7.2 7.2 5.6TOTAL ED VISITS (in 1,000s).................................... 

TOTAL DRUG ABUSE EPISODES ............................ 
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1  This classification of drugs is derived from the Multum Lexicon, Copyright ª 2001, Multum Information Services, Inc. The classification has been modified to meet DAWN's unique requirements 
(2001). The Multum Licensing Agreement governing use of the Lexicon is provided in an appendix to this report and can be found on the Internet at http://www.multum.com. 
2  This column denotes statistically significant (p  < 0.05) increases and decreases between estimates for the periods noted. See Relative Standard Error (RSE) tables for p -values. 
NOTE: These estimates are based on a representative sample of non-Federal, short-stay hospitals with 24-hour emergency departments in the coterminous U.S. Dots (…) indicate that an 
estimate with an RSE greater than 50% has been suppressed. 
CNS = central nervous system, ED = emergency department, GHB = gamma hydroxy butyrate, LSD = lysergic acid diethylamide, MAO = monoamine oxidase, 
MDMA = methylenedioxymethamphetamine, NTA = not tabulated above, PCP = phencyclidine, SSRI = selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor. 
SOURCE: Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Network, 2001 (09/2001 update). 


